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Western Tradition: 
 
Virtue ethics (Plato, Aristotle) 
 
Deontological ethics (Kant) 
 
Consequentialist ethics (Bentham, Mill) 
 
Care ethics (Gilligan, Noddings) 
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Greek Virtue Ethics 



Deontological Ethics 

Golden Rule 
 

Silver Rule 
 

Categorical Imperative 

Rights-Based 

Duty-Based 



Consequentialist Ethics 



In her 1982 book, In a 
Different Voice, psychologist 
Carol Gilligan argued that 
women have distinctive 
ways of thinking about 
morality, which have been 
unfairly regarded as 
inferior.

Care Ethics 

Two Ethical Relata: 
One-caring 
Cared-for 



Chinese tradition: 
 
Role-based responsibility ethics (Confucius) 
 
Virtue ethics (Mencius) 
 
Daoism (Zhuangzi) 



Role-based Responsibility Ethics 

 
 

Five bonds: 
 

Father to son (filial piety, 孝, xiào) 
Ruler to ruled 

Husband to wife 
Elder brother to younger brother 

Friend to friend 
 
 



Mencian 
Virtue Ethics 

Four “Sprouts” of Virtue: 
Compassion / ren 

Shame & Righteousness / yi 
Ritual Propriety / li 

Wisdom / zhi 
 
 

“Suppose someone saw a child about 
to fall into a well: everyone in such a 
situation would have a feeling of alarm 
and compassion – not because one 
sought to get in good with the child’s 
parents, not because one wanted fame 
among their neighbors and friends, 
and not because one would dislike the 
sound of the child’s cries.” 



Daoist  
Ethics 

Wu wei: trying not to try, effortless spontaneity 
De: charismatic power, confidence without arrogance 



Indian tradition: 
 
 
Deontology vs. Consequentialism 
 
 
Virtue ethics (Buddhism) 



Krishna urges Arjuna on to war (Bhagavadgita) 



•  I see no use in killing my kinsmen. 
•  What is the use of kingdom, or 

enjoyment, or even life? All who 
desire them are standing here for 
battle, giving up their lives. 

•  How can we be happy after killing 
our relatives? 

•  War destroys the social order and 
tradition, even of the victors. 

•  It would be far better for me if my 
cousins kill me while I am 
unarmed and unresisting. 



•  Considering your duty as 
a warrior, you should not 
waver. 

•  If you do not fight this 
righteous war, you will 
fail in your duty and lose 
your reputation. 

•  Dishonor is worse than 
death. 

•  Treating pleasure and 
pain, gain and loss, and 
victory and defeat alike, 
engage yourself in your 
duty. 



Buddhist Virtue Ethics 
 

Basic Rules of Conduct: 
No killing, stealing, sexual misconduct, 

lying, or drunkenness 
 

Four “Immeasurable” Virtues: 
Lovingkindness (openness), compassion, 

joy (benevolence), equanimity 
 

Six Mahayana Perfections: 
Generosity, moral discipline, forbearance 

(patience), perseverance, meditative 
stability, wisdom 

 
Theravada ethics is more consequentialist, 
though both Mahayana and Theravada may 

coincide with a version of aretaic 
consequentialism a la Robert Merihew 

Adams. 



Sub-Saharan African Ethics 

Ubuntu = “humanness” 
 

living a genuinely human life 
 

vs. 
  

lacking human excellence 
living like an animal 

Humanity is typically conceived of communally, with emphasis on 
interdependence, leading to the mantra, “I am because we are,” 
which in turn suggests a connection with feminist care ethics. 

Desmond Tutu 



Other traditions: 
 
Islamic ethics (submission to God’s authority, humility, charity to orphans 
and widows, environmental stewardship) 

 
Jewish ethics (Old Testament: Deontological, contemporary: Tikkun olam) 

 
Christian ethics (virtues of innocence, exemplarism) 

 
Sikh ethics (virtues such as moderation, education, generosity, being a role 
model, prudence, respect for others, tolerance, patience, detachment, humility) 

 
Cultures of honor 
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